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AP English Language and Composition	 Free-Response Question 2 

Scores and Commentary 
Note: Samples are arranged from highest to lowest score; sample identifiers are not 
necessarily in alphabetical order. 

Student samples are quoted verbatim and may contain grammatical errors. 

Sample Identifier: 2I 
Score: 9 

� This essay demonstrates a sophisticated grasp of the rhetorical situation and 
the ways in which Browning’s attempts to persuade her audience are informed 
by this context. For example, the student writes: “well aware of the patriarchal 
society in which she lived, Browning alluded to her inferiority as a woman … in 
order to bolster the ego of Napoleon.” 

� The student effectively analyzes how Browning shrewdly exploits Napoleon’s 
concern for public opinion, his nationalism, and paternal feelings, establishing 
a clear connection between Browning’s understanding of audience and her 
rhetorical choices. It is because “Browning knew the mind of a dictator” that 
she chooses to play on, for instance, Napoleon’s “desire to be remembered in a 
positive light” and “to evoke Napoleon’s national pride for Mother France.” 

� Identifying Browning’s “compelling” juxtaposition between poets’ love 
and hate (“when they hate most causelessly, there is a divine love in them 
somewhere”), the essay explains how Browning seeks to exonerate Hugo while 
“imploring Napoleon to kill Hugo with kindness.” 

� There is an impressive control of language throughout: for instance, “Browning 
crafts a trap to ensnare Napoleon, prey to his narcissistic nature.” 

� Although there are lapses, overall the essay provides an especially thorough 

analysis of the rhetorical moves that Browning makes in her letter.
 

Sample Identifier: 2H 
Score: 8 

� This essay effectively addresses how the structure of Browning’s letter serves 
her rhetorical purpose (“On the whole, Browning’s argument is based on 
building up and subsequently tearing down the emperor”). 

� The student effectively analyzes the ways in which Browning appeals to 
Napoleon’s ego and national pride in order to achieve her purpose (for instance, 
“The argument does its best to appeal to Napoleon in the most sensitive ways 
possible” and “She cites Hugo as a ‘great poet of France (25),’ ... a man of the 
people...”). 

� The student establishes a clear connection between Browning’s awareness 
of her audience (“All authority figures want to be remembered fondly, and 
discovering they may not be is personally upsetting”) and her choice of 
strategies (“She cites how future historians, statesmen, and even the Emperor’s 
own son will look down upon him for criminalizing the great French poet”). 

� For its convincing analysis of Browning’s rhetorical strategies and consistent 
control over a wide range of the elements of effective writing, the essay clearly 
merits a score of 8. 
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Sample Identifier: 2G 
Score: 7 

� This essay presents an adequate argument that moves beyond a score of 6. 

� The student’s analysis of Browning’s word-choice in her petition to Napoleon 
(“Browning’s first strategy to persuading Napoleon is being respectful and 
selecting proper words”) is adequate, but more thoroughly developed than a 
response with a score of 6 (e.g., the student highlights how Browning “points Hugo 
out as an ‘accuser’ and ‘traducer’ ... to acknowledge Napoleon’s views ... She does 
not attempt to undermine Napoleon by acting as if Hugo has done nothing wrong”). 

� The student adequately analyzes Browning’s appeals to logos (pointing out 

that “the action is for the good of France and future generations”) and pathos 

(referring to Napoleon’s future son looking up to his imperial father if he  

pardons Hugo).
 

� The student demonstrates a sufficient understanding of Browning’s purpose 

and presents a more complete explanation of the strategies she adopts to 

achieve her goals.
 

Sample Identifier: 2F 
Score: 6 

� This essay adequately analyzes the strategies Browning uses to petition 

Napoleon, and its evidence and explanations are appropriate and sufficient.
 

� Developing three points (“applying flattery, evoking sympathy, and suggesting 
protection [for Napoleon’s legacy]”), the student presents a clear analysis of 
Browning’s letter that is supported by references to the passage. 

� Though not particularly sophisticated, the essay’s efforts to connect the letter’s 
formal features with rhetorical purpose are adequate (for instance, “The use 
of flattery is also evident in the repetition of Browning’s ‘trust’ in Napoleon’s 
greatness and will to do the right thing”). 

� The student’s ideas are sufficiently marked by transitions and the prose is clear, 
earning this response a score of 6. 

Sample Identifier: 2D 
Score: 5 

� This essay analyzes the rhetorical strategies Browning uses to petition 

Napoleon, but does so in a limited way.
 

� The student has an overall understanding of the passage. In the first paragraph, 
the student discusses Browning’s “empowering tone” and how she “builds her 
ethos in the second paragraph;” in the third paragraph, the student claims that 
Browning “writes with a strong hatred, then switches to strong compassion,” 
but the analysis remains limited as the student attributes this rather vaguely to 
the “use of alternating diction.” 

� The student has some understanding of Browning’s argument: “She continues 
on with complementing [sic] Napoleon through the fourth and fifth paragraphs,” 
but remains at the level of assertion, resulting in an uneven analysis overall. 
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Sample Identifier: 2JJ 
Score: 4 

� This essay inadequately analyzes the strategies Browning uses to petition 

Napoleon.
 

� The student attempts analysis but misrepresents the strategies, invoking rather 
confused terminology (“factual allusion” and “credible anaphora”). 

� The student supports three major points with explanations that are insufficient 
and less convincing. 

Sample Identifier: 2B 
Score: 3 

� This essay meets the basic criteria for a score of 4, but demonstrates less 

success.
 

� The student attempts analysis (“Browning humbles herself … to appeal to 
Napoleon’s emotions”), but is less perceptive in understanding the passage 
or Browning’s strategies (referring, for instance, to “adjectives, which work to 
amplify their verb’s effect on the reading”). 

� The student provides explanations or examples that are particularly limited 

or simplistic (e.g., “The sentence … is a series of short, concise statements 

separated by semi-colons, which make them more memorable”).
 

Sample Identifier: 2C 
Score: 2 

� This essay has little success in analyzing the strategies Browning uses to 

petition Napoleon.
 

� The student writes that Browning “uses emotion” and “begins by humbling 

herself,” but fails to explain how these support Browning’s aims.
 

� The students attempts analysis but follows with inaccurate explanation 

(“belittles Hugo”).
 

� The essay lacks development and lacks coherence, earning a score of 2. 

Sample Identifier: 2A 
Score: 1 

� This essay meets the criteria for the score of 2, but is especially undeveloped. 

� The student writes mostly summary, but mostly uses quotations and does not 
develop examples. 

� The student attempts to analyze but the explanation is inaccurate (e.g., “She 

starts by talking about herself as ‘only a woman’ & as an ‘unknown,’ which 

makes the reader feel more intriged [sic] in what she has to say”).
 

� For its lack of development and its especially simplistic attempt at analysis, the 
essay earns a score of 1. 
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